Lanesboro City Council
Regular Meeting Agenda
Monday, April 27, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
Lanesboro Community Center — City Council Chambers

Zoom is provided as a way to offer more accessibility to council and committee meetings. Full functionality is not guaranteed.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81676938481?pwd=ji7e6xXBzqYeyWhu4JoleVZXTEPIPJ.1
Meeting ID: 816 7693 8481 | Passcode: 803467
Member Albrecht-Benson will participate remotely.

Call the Regular Meeting to Order

A. Agenda Approval

Motion Second
B. Public Comments
C. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes of Regular Meeting, April 6, 2026
b. Minutes of the LBOAE Meeting, April 14, 2026
Motion Second

D. Consent Agenda
Accounts Payable
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — June 6, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — June 20, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — July 11, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — August 8, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — October 10, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — October 24, 2026
Lanesboro Arts Temporary On-Sale Liquor License — November 7, 2026
Accept Grants from Lanesboro Area Community Foundation

j-  Resolution 2026-33 — Governing Write-In VVote Counting
Motion Second
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Continued Business
A. Consider Purchase and Sharing Agreement for DuraPatcher
Motion Second

New Business
A. Consider Application for Simple Lot Split for Parcel ID 190398100

Motion Second

B. Consider Application for Conditional Use Permit for Parcel ID 190205000
Motion Second

C. Consider Replacement of Public Works Truck
Motion Second

D. Consider Donation Request from Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation
Motion Second

E. Discuss Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
Motion Second

Next Meeting Date: June 1, 2026 - 6:00 p.m.

Adjourn Regular Meeting



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81676938481?pwd=ji7e6xXBzqYeyWhu4JoIeVZxTEPIPJ.1

Lanesboro City Council
Regular Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 6, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.
Lanesboro City Council Chambers

Present Members:

Mindy Albrecht-Benson Chase Bakke Joe Cullen Alicia Pearson Kathryn Wade
Staff:

Mitchell Walbridge Darla Taylor David Haugen L] Mark Lawstuen [ Jerod Wagner

Joseph O’Koren L1 Michelle Marotzke
Mayor Pearson called the regular meeting of the Lanesboro City Council to order at 6:00 p.m.

A. Agenda Approval: City Administrator Mitchell Walbridge made requests to amend the agenda,
including removing Resolution 2026-30 Certifying Unpaid Utility Charges from the Consent Agenda
and removing Discuss Request from Lanesboro Fire Relief Association Regarding Donated Funds from
New Business. Administrator Walbridge also requested that Approval of a Temporary On-Sale Liquor
License be approved for Lanesboro Arts Center for a May 2, 2026 event.

A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to approve the agenda with the amendment requests;
Member Wade seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

B. Public Comments: No public comments were received.

C. Consent Agenda:

Accounts Payable

Resolution 2026-31 — Accepting Donations to the Lanesboro Fire Department

Approve City Administrator Attendance of Minnesota Municipal Clerks Institute — Year 2

Approve Independence Day Parade on Parkway Avenue — July 04, 2026 at 1:30 p.m.

Approve Application from Lanesboro Arts Center for Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for

May 02, 2026

A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to approve the Consent Agenda; Member Wade

seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.
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Kali Lenz, Senior Manager at CohnReznick, presented a summary of the 2025 financial statements for
Lanesboro Public Utilities and the City of Lanesboro. Lenz stated the audit result was a clean, unmodified
opinion for both the governmental and utility funds.

Continued Business

A. Closed Session for Attorney Client Privilege: A motion was made by Member Bakke to close the
meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05 Subd. 3(b); Member Albrecht-Benson seconded the motion.
Mayor Pearson shared that the justification for closing the meeting was for Attorney-Client Privilege to
discuss litigation strategies with legal counsel regarding a contract dispute with Sparrow Valley
Properties, LLC. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried. The meeting closed at 6:21 p.m.
A motion was made by Member Wade to return the meeting to open session; Member Albrecht-Benson
seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried. The meeting returned to open
session at 6:41 p.m.
A motion was made by Member Wade to have the City of Lanesboro enter into the retainer agreement
with Murphy and Roverud, PLLP; Member Albrecht-Benson seconded the motion. All council members
voted in favor; Motion carried.

B. Consider Fire Department Purchase Request — Badges: Members held discussion on this item along
with consideration of the Fire Department Uniform Allowance Policy as New Business.
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New Business

A. Consider Fire Department Uniform Allowance Policy: Members reviewed a draft of a Fire
Department Uniform Allowance Policy. Fire Chief Robert Wagner stated he would like the policy
language to be edited to allow members to keep certain uniform items if it was not personal protective
equipment (PPE). Specifically, Fire Chief Wagner stated he thought members should be allowed to keep
their badges. Member Albrecht-Benson asked if more cost-effective badges were found. Fire Chief
Wagner stated he did not have additional options to provide.

A motion was made by Member Wade to adopt the Fire Department Uniform Allowance Policy with
changes to the language to allow members to keep uniform items as long as they are not personal
protective equipment (PPE) and approve the purchase of the requested uniform badges; Mayor Pearson
seconded the motion. Members Albrecht-Benson, Wade, Cullen, and Pearson voted in favor and
Member Bakke abstained from voting; Motion carried.

B. Consider Request to Ratify Lanesboro Fire Relief Association Pension Benefit Level: Member
Bakke, who serves as the President of the Lanesboro Fire Relief Association, submitted a request on
behalf of the Association’s board of trustees to ratify the pension benefit level from $1,850 to $1,950 per
service year. Member Bakke stated that financial analysis shows a surplus in the Association’s Special
Fund which houses pension benefit funds. Administrator Walbridge pointed out that the funding ratio
and the calculated surplus amount should be looked at closely as the figures assume a 5.0% return on
investments and that no project benefit payments are shown as anticipated through 2027. Member Bakke
stated that the City Council could consider a Consent Agenda approval if the funding ratio exceeds a
certain percentage — such as 105% or 110%.

A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to approve a one-time increase in the benefit level
from $1,850 to $1,950. Member Bakke stated he would like to see some defined criteria established
prior that could be applicable to future increase requests. Member Albrecht-Benson rescinded her
original motion. A motion was then made by Member Albrecht-Benson to table discussion until the next
meeting; Member Wade seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; Motion carried.

C. Consider Purchase of Lawnmower: Administrator Walbridge presented a recommendation from the
Park Board to purchase a John Deere X758 Signature Tractor with mower deck. Of two quotes obtained,
Preston Equipment Company had the lowest estimate with a remaining balance of $5,500 after the trade-
in value is applied. A motion was made by Mayor Pearson to proceed with the purchase based on the
estimate provided by Preston Equipment Company; Member Bakke seconded the motion. All council
members voted in favor; Motion carried.

D. Consider Purchase of Dishwasher for City Hall: Administrator Walbridge stated the current
commercial dishwasher located in the community center kitchen has reached the end of its useful life. It
is a used dishwasher purchased more than 20 years ago, and parts are no longer available for repair. An
estimate from Restaurant Supply, LLC was presented to the City Council for a Hobart CDL-1 low
temperature commercial dishwasher in the amount of $5,255. An installation quote from VIS Plumbing
for the unit’s installation was presented in the amount of $1,169.45. A motion was made by Member
Albrecht-Benson to proceed with the purchase and installation based on the quotes provided; Member
Bakke seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

E. Consider Purchase and Sharing Agreement for DuraPatcher: Public Works Director David Haugen
reviewed the results from the DuraPatcher use last fall. Director Haugen explained the patched roadway
held together well throughout the winter and spring freeze-thaw cycles. While not permanent fix for
deteriorating roadways, Director Haugen explained that the DuraPatch method does temporarily
improve roadways until the next scheduled road project takes place. Council members reviewed the
agreement with City Attorney Joseph O’Koren. Some reservations regarding the agreement were
brought up regarding maintenance responsibility of the DuraPatcher equipment, shared use of the unit,
and termination of the agreement. Attorney O’Koren also stated some grammatical errors should be
edited prior to the City of Lanesboro engaging in the agreement. Administrator Walbridge recommended
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that he work with the city administrators and public works directors of Chatfield and Stewartville to see
if they are amenable to making slight changes to the agreement language. Administrator Walbridge
cautioned that the City should not try to dictate terms of a longstanding agreement that exists between
the other two communities, though clarification of language in the agreement would be appropriate.

A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to table approval of the agreement until Administrator
Walbridge can discuss the matter with the other cities’ staff; Mayor Pearson seconded the motion. All
council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

F. Consider Amendments to MnDOT Partnership Agreement for TH250 Project: Administrator
Walbridge presented a Partnership Agreement amendment from MnDOT that would make MnDOT the
director payer for easement acquisition for the Ashburn Street properties. Originally, the City of
Lanesboro was responsible for paying property owners for easement acquisition compensation and later
be reimbursed by MnDOT. The amendment eliminates the City as the intermediary. A motion was made
by Member Albrecht-Benson to accept the amendment; Member Wade seconded the motion. All council
members voted in favor; Motion carried.

G. Accept 2025 Audit and Financial Statements for Year Ended December 31, 2025: Based on the
presentation of the audit earlier in the meeting, Administrator Walbridge requested the City Council
adopt the financial statements and accept the audit findings. A motion was made by Member Albrecht-
Benson to accept the 2025 financial statements and audit findings; Member Wade seconded the motion.
All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

H. Discuss Ordinance 116 — Regulating Lawful Gambling: At the request of a council member, council
discussed the regulations around issuance of gambling site permits as governed by City Ordinance 116.
Currently, only locations with a city-issued on-sale liquor license may conduct lawful gambling. The
question was raised about whether cannabis businesses should be allowed to hold gambling site permits.
Administrator Walbridge stated the City Council would need to amend the existing ordinance to allow
cannabis businesses to allow lawful gambling. Attorney O’Koren explained that the limitation to on-sale
liquor licenses is a regulatory and compliance tool and opening gambling site permits to other business
types creates more work on staff who work on maintaining compliance. It was also mentioned that the
City has the right to revoke a city-issued liquor license while cannabis licenses and permits are not
issued by the City.

A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to table discussion of Ordinance 116 amendment
indefinitely; Member Wade seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

. Consider Alternative Date for May 4, 2026 City Council Meeting: Due to Administrator Walbridge’s
attendance of the Minnesota Municipal Clerks Institute May 4-8, 2026, council considered canceling the
regular May 4 meeting and scheduling a special meeting. A motion was made by Member Albrecht-
Benson to cancel the May 4 meeting and schedule a special meeting on May 13, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.;
Member Wade seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

Administrator Walbridge stated that there are a few zoning applications that require city council action
within 60 days of the application date, meaning May 13 would be too late. Administrator Walbridge
recommended canceling the May 13 meeting and holding a special meeting on April 27, 2026 at 5:00
p.m. A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to move the May 13 special meeting April 27 at
5:00 p.m.; Member Wade seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor; Motion carried.

Mayor Pearson adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mitchell Walbridge
City Administrator/Clerk
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Lanesboro City Council
Special Meeting Minutes
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 — 4:00 p.m.
Lanesboro City Council Chambers

Present Members:

Mindy Albrecht-Benson [] Chase Bakke [ Joe Cullen Alicia Pearson Kathryn Wade
Staff:

Mitchell Walbridge Darla Taylor [ David Haugen L] Mark Lawstuen [ Jerod Wagner

[1 Joseph O’Koren L1 Michelle Marotzke

Visitors: Isaak Solum (Fillmore County Assessors Office), Andy Hillary (Fillmore County Assessors Office)

Mayor Pearson called the meeting of the City of Lanesboro Local Board of Appeal and Equalization to order at
4:00 p.m.

Agenda Approval: A motion was made by Member Albrecht-Benson to approve the agenda; Member Wade
seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; motion carried.

Isaak Solum from the Fillmore County Assessors Office presented assessment findings and trends through the
City of Lanesboro and Fillmore County.

New Business
A. Local Board of Appeal and Equalization

- Parcel ID 190460010 — 201 Ridgeview Lane South, Apt. 101: Property owner David Shaffer
presented an appeal to the board stating that his assessed property value is higher than justified.
Shaffer stated that his condominium unit does not have the size or constructed amenities that other
units do. Representatives from the Fillmore County Assessor Office stated that an on-site assessment
of the property has not been conducted as of the date of the board meeting. The assessor’s office
recommends making no change to the valuation, having the property owner schedule an additional
consultation with the assessor staff, and have any staff recommendations go before the Fillmore
County Board of Appeal and Equalization.
A motion was made by Member Wade to make no change to the valuation of Parcel 1D 190460010;
Member Albrecht-Benson seconded the motion. All members voted in favor; motion carried.

Mayor Pearson adjourned the meeting at 4:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mitchell Walbridge
City Administrator/Clerk
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CITY OF LANESBORO

Payments

Current Period: May 2026

Payments Batch 05052026PAY $2,032.72

Refer 202602367 PRESTON AUTO PARTS _
Cash Payment E 100-43100-210 Operating Supplies (GE
Invoice 871359
Cash Payment E 100-45200-210 Operating Supplies (GE
Invoice 871592
Cash Payment E 100-43100-210 Operating Supplies (GE
Invoice 871575
Cash Payment E 100-45200-210 Operating Supplies (GE
Invoice 871575

Transaction Date 4/16/2026 OPERATIONAL ACC 10100

Refer 202602368 PADDLE ON COFFEE

Cash Payment E 250-46500-445 EDA Project Developme 4/16/26 coffee
Invoice

Transaction Date 4/16/2026 OPERATIONAL ACC 10100
Refer 202602369 HP INC

Cash Payment E 211-45500-210 Operating Supplies (GE Director Computer
Invoice 9046728938
Transaction Date 4/20/2026 OPERATIONAL ACC 10100

Refer 202602370 ZEP MANUFACTURING COMPANY

Cash Payment E 100-45200-210 Operating Supplies (GE

Invoice 9012677287

Transaction Date 4/20/2026 OPERATIONAL ACC 10100

Refer 202602371 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES INC _

Cash Payment E 100-41500-413 Office Equipment Rental

Invoice 43051078

Transaction Date 4/20/2026 OPERATIONAL ACC 10100

Fund Summary
10100 OPERATIONAL ACCOUNT

04/22/26 12:17 PM

Total

Project 2024-4

Total

Total

Total

Total

100 GENERAL FUND $577.91
211 LIBRARY $1,404.81
250 EDA OPERATING $50.00
$2,032.72
Pre-Written Checks $0.00
Checks to be Generated by the Computer $2,032.72

Total $2,032.72
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CITY OF LANESBORO
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-33

A Resolution Governing Write-In Vote Counting

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute § 204B.09, subd. 3 authorizes a city to adopt a resolution
governing the counting of write-in votes; and

WHEREAS, a city that adopts a resolution must do so before the first day of filing for office and
must notify the county auditor; and

WHEREAS, city election officials spend considerable time and resources to count and
individually record write-in votes cast, many of which are frivolous; and

WHEREAS, in order to save city time and resources, it is in the best interest of the City of
Lanesboro, to enforce restrictions on the counting of write-in votes consistent with the provisions
of Minnesota Statute § 204B.09, subd. 3.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LANESBORO, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS:

Any candidate wishing to have their write-in votes individually recorded must file a
written request with the City Clerk no later than the nineteenth day before any municipal
election.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 204B.09, subd. 3, the
city clerk is hereby directed to notify the county auditor before the first day of filing for office of
the adoption of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 204B.09, subd. 3, this
resolution shall remain in effect until a subsequent resolution on the same subject is adopted by
the City of Lanesboro.

Passed by the City Council of Lanesboro, Minnesota this 27th day of April, 2026.

Alicia Pearson
Its: Mayor

Attested:

Mitchell Walbridge
Its: City Administrator/Clerk
















































April 2026

Mitchell Walbridge

City of Lanesboro

202 Parkway Ave S

PO Box 333

Lanesboro, MN 55949-0333

Dear Mr. Walbridge and City Council,

As Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) marks 40 years of service to southern Minnesota, we
reflect on a legacy rooted in economic resilience and regional growth. Since our founding in 1986 in response
to the farm crisis, SMIF has reinvested more than $178 million to strengthen the region’s economic vitality.

Economic development is central to SMIF’s mission. Strong local economies depend on thriving small
businesses, an adaptable workforce and communities equipped to support both. From main streets in towns
like Truman to close-knit communities like Harmony, local leadership and strategic investment are essential to
sustaining long-term resilience.

SMIF partners with communities to drive this work. Through lending and technical assistance, we support
entrepreneurs and small business owners as they start, expand and adapt. Our long-term impact is sustained
through endowed funds that provide a stable foundation for continued investment. Our General Endowment
and Entrepreneur Fund offer stability and fuel business growth by offering flexible financing and support to
help enterprises remain rooted in the region.

Partnership with city and county governments is essential. Your leadership helps create the conditions where
businesses succeed, talent grows and communities remain vibrant places to live and work. See the enclosed
fact sheet for recent SMIF activity in your county.

Thank you for your last donation of $500.00 on 2/17/2025. With your last gift, SMIF was able to leverage an
extra $32 into your county! We hope you will continue to support SMIF in 2027 to advance economic
development across southern Minnesota. We are honored to work alongside you and look forward to building
on this momentum in the years ahead.

With deep appreciation,

Benya Kraus

President & CEO

cc: Greg Schieber, Board Member; Brad Hoiness, Board Member; Robert Albright, Board Member



City of Lanesboro

Summary Data

Local Board of Appeal and Equalization

2026
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
1 0 1
2025
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
8 3 5
2024
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
2 1 1
2023
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
0 0 0
2022
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
5 2 3
2021
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
2 2 0
2020
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
5 2 3
2019
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
10 0 10
2018
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
0 0 0
2018-2026 Totals
Number of Appeals Local Valuation Change Local Action Deferred
33 10 (30.3%) 23 (69.7%)




Board of Appeal and Equalization Handbook

Explanations of alternative methods of appeal

Open Book Meetings

Role of the board in the assessment process

Traditionally, open book meetings have been scheduled for jurisdictions in which the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
duties have been transferred to the county.

During “open book” meetings, the valuation and classification Open book meetings
issues are handled by the assessor’s staff on a one-on-one basis
with the property owner.

Typically, open book meetings are held by the county assessor’s
staff. However, larger cities with an appointed city assessor may
hold their own open book meetings.

An open book meeting is a meeting held by the
county assessor’s office to discuss property
owners’ questions regarding their assessments.
The one-on- one meeting usually is held as an
alternative to the Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization.

The open book meetings are held in locations that are
convenient for property owners. Often open book meetings are
held over several days during both day and evening hours. This
allows property owners to appeal when it best suits their schedules instead of having to rearrange their schedules to attend
a meeting held at one place and time.

The open book meetings provide a forum for property owners to meet with assessment staff on an informal basis to review
information about their property and to ask questions about the assessment. This setting allows the assessor’s office to
resolve questions and reduce the number of appeals to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization (or the Special Board of
Equalization).

Property owners do not need to make an appointment to meet with the assessment staff. They can simply show up at
the dates and times stated on the Notice of Valuation and Classification to discuss their assessment.

Depending on the jurisdiction, the appraisers may have laptop computers to access information about the taxpayer’s
property. Some counties may be able to link directly to their computer-assisted mass appraisal (CAMA) system which
allows the appraiser to obtain data on sales of comparable properties.

When reviewing the details of the property with the owner, the appraiser can verify the accuracy of the county’s data
and correct any errors. The property owner can also schedule an appointment for the appraiser to view the property if
needed.

Benefits for the property owner

Property owners often find that the open book meeting is less intimidating than presenting their appeal to the board of
appeal and equalization. They often appreciate the fact that they can have their questions answered in a more private
setting, and not have to be apprehensive about making a presentation in front of their friends and neighbors. In this
one-on-one setting, property owners may spend as much time with the appraiser as they need. They can compare the
value of their home with the values of similar homes owned by their neighbors.

The process is very efficient because concerns and questions are often resolved immediately. Property owners can see that
the appraiser collects the same information on all properties, reassuring them that the process is the same for everyone, and
they have not been singled out for a valueincrease.



Board of Appeal and Equalization Handbook

Property owners who are not satisfied with the “open book” approach may appeal to the County Board of Appeal and
Equalization (or Special Board of Equalization) and/or appeal to Tax Court.

It is only a recommendation that the property owner attend the open book meeting to discuss concerns prior to the county
or special board. If a jurisdiction does not have a Local Board of Appeal and Equalization, the property owner is not required
to attend an open book meeting in order to appeal to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization (or Special Board of
Equalization).

Open book benefits for property owners

“Open book” meetings provide many benefits:
e No appointment needed.
e Property owners can verify or correct information about their property.
e Property owners can schedule a time forthe assessor to view their property.
e The setting is less intimidating than a board meeting.
e The property owner does not need to “present” their appeal in front of friends and neighbors.
e Property owners can compare their values to the values of other similar homes.
e Questions and concerns are often resolved immediately.
e The process is very efficient.

e Property owners may appeal to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization (or the Special Board of
Equalization) and/or to Tax Court if not satisfied with the outcome.
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Benefits for the local board

The benefit for the local board is that an open book meeting saves time for board members. It eliminates the need for
the board to become familiar with and educated on the local real estate market. Board members will be able to spend
this time concentrating on their other duties as town board or city council members. In addition, board members can
avoid confrontational situations with constituents and will no longer be put into difficult situations by having to make
decisions about the property values or classifications of property owned by friends and neighbors.

However, one possible disadvantage is that the assessor who made the original assessment may also be reviewing the
property for the open book appeal.
Objectivity (or the appearance of objectivity) may be lost.

Benefits for the county

While the number of appeals made at the open book meeting may not be less than the number of appeals to the local
board, the benefit for the county is that the open book process allows for immediate consideration of issues, and in
many cases, appeals are resolved before the County Board of Appeal and Equalization. The process is efficient for the
county because it can often consolidate several jurisdictions into one meeting (or a series of meetings) instead of
holding at least one meeting in each jurisdiction.

Option 1: Transferring assessment and local board duties to the county

The town board or city council may transfer the powers and duties of the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization to
the county board (under Minnesota Statutes, Section 274.01, subdivision 3) and no longer perform the function of a
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.

However, in order to exercise this option, the local jurisdiction also must have its assessment done by the county. This
means that the local jurisdiction must give up its local assessor. Some jurisdictions do not see this as an option, because
they have no intention of relinquishing this power to the county. For other town boards or city councils, this may be a
good option.

Before transferring the powers and duties to the county board, the town board or city council must give public notice
of the meeting at which the proposal for transfer is to be considered (the public notice needs to follow the procedure
contained in Minnesota Statutes,
Section 13D.04, subdivision 2).

A town board or city council that wishes to transfer the assessment and local board duties to the county board must
communicate this intent in writing to the county assessor before December 1 of any year to be effective for the following
year's assessment. This transfer of duties may either be permanent or for a specified number of years. However, the duties
must be transferred to the county board for a minimum of three years, and the length of the transfer must be stated in
writing. A town or city may renew its option to transfer its duties to the county board.

Property owners in jurisdictions that have chosen this option would be provided with an open book meeting in place of the
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization.

Property owners who are not satisfied with the outcome of the open book meeting may appeal to the County Board of
Appeal and Equalization and/or to Tax Court.
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Option 2: Transferring local board duties to the county

Previously, the only option for transferring the local board duties to the county board meant that the local jurisdiction had to
give up its local assessor as well. Some jurisdictions saw this option as a loss of control, and therefore, it was not considered to
be an option for the city or town.

The quorum and training requirements for local boards were implemented to improve the local board process so that the
boards function fairly and objectively. The intent of the legislation was not to force or require a city or town to give up its local
assessor. However, a jurisdiction that fails to meet these requirements must transfer the duties of the Local Board of Appeal
and Equalization to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization. In this situation, the jurisdiction would lose the right to hold
its local board, but it would be able to retain its local assessor.

It seems unfair that a jurisdiction which voluntarily transfers its Local Board of Appeal and Equalization duties to the
County Board of Appeal and Equalization must give up its local assessor, while a local board that must transfer its duties
to the county board for failing to meet the training or quorum requirements may retain its local assessor.

It seems appropriate that the local jurisdiction be given the opportunity to decide to forego its right to act as a Local
Board of Appeal and Equalization and still maintain its local assessor. If the town board or city council deems that
property owners would be best served with an open book meeting, which also would relieve the board from having
to make difficult value and classification decisions, the board or council should contact the county assessor and inform
him/her of the jurisdiction’s intent to be treated as though it did not meet the quorum or training requirements. It
should clarify that the city or town is transferring its duties to the county board, but will retain its local assessor. The
town board or city council must notify the county assessor of this decision in writing before December 1 of any year
to be effective for the following year's assessment.

Property owners in a jurisdiction that has chosen to transfer its Local Board of Appeal and Equalization duties to the
County Board of Appeal and Equalization would be provided with an open book meeting in place of the local board.
Property owners who are not satisfied with the outcome of the open book meeting may appeal to the County Board of
Appeal and Equalization and/or to Tax Court.

The local board can be reinstated by resolution of the governing body of the city or town and upon proof of
compliance with the training requirements. The resolution and proof of compliance must be provided to the county
assessor before December 1 of any year to be effective for the following year's assessment
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